
F a m i l y  t o  F a m i l y  o f  R h o d e  I s l a n d  
( L a s t  u p d a t e d  0 4 / 0 7 / 2 0 1 0 )  

 

W E L C O M E !  

Family to Family of Rhode Island is a network created by families for families of children and 
adults with special needs. We offer opportunities for families to connect with one another to 
share experiences, information, and/or support. Family to Family of Rhode Island is sponsored 
by Family Voices of RI and the Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities. 
 
We, as families of people with special needs, often find that our best source of information, 
resource and support comes from other families who have lived with similar experiences. Family 
to Family of Rhode Island is now making available several simple ways to connect with other 
families. 

If you want to connect to another family, one-on-one, you can search the Family to Family 
Directory which lists families’ names, towns, contact information, age and special need to family 
member, and areas of experience. Listed families have agreed to share their experiences with 
other families seeking support or information. The Directory is sorted by City/Town.  

Click on the City/Town of interest to view members in that area. If a town does not appear 
in the list, then no members are currently from that town/city. 

 

 






Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Exeter
Phone number:


E-mail address: kaylgibson@aol.com
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Kay Gibson


Participates in following organizations:
Paraprofessional in special needs classes for 17 years, helped set up classroom for autism in North Kingstown.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Autism, ADHDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 29


Accessing college and post-secondary options Accessing meaningful employment in the community
Creative housing supports for adults with disabilities Early Intervention
Hospital stays Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens
Living independently Navigating the special education system
Positive behavior support Public transit
School athletics and clubs School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary School Inclusion - Secondary
Transition from school to adult life Understanding the adult DD system
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Greenville
Phone number: (401) 949-7368


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Alessandra Rocco


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Quadroplegic, CPMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English
Italian


Air travel Early Intervention
Navigating the transition to pre-school Primary care physicians familiar with disability
School Inclusion - Elementary








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Hummelstown
Phone number: (401) 245-7571


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Kristen Koconis


Participates in following organizations:
Pull-thru network


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Vacterl association.Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 11


Marcus Gunn jaw winking and ptosis.Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 7


English


Acquiring durable medical equipment After school care
Challenges of caring for medically fragile person Child Care
Early Intervention Hospital stays
Issues of multiple disability Navigating the transition to pre-school
School Inclusion - Elementary








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Johnston
Phone number: (401) 351-2750x1179


E-mail address: rose1766@yahoo.com
Contact Preference: Day


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Barbara A. Chadwick


Participates in following organizations:
RI Special Education Advisory Committee


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


ADHD, Tourette's Syndrome, Learning Disabilities, Neuro 
Imp.


Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 20


ADHDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 17


English


After school care Child Care
Early Intervention Involvement on the State Level
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
Parents as Leaders School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - High School School Inclusion - Secondary
Single parenting to special needs child







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Johnston
Phone number: (401) 942-8191


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Audrey Loberti


Participates in following organizations:
RI Parents of the Visually Impaired & Blind Children, National Parents of the Visually Impaired, attend Legislative Commission for 
the Blind meetings.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Legally BlindFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 15


English


Assistive technology for independent living Assistive technology for learning
Early Intervention General advocacy for rights of the visually impaired in ac
Home schooling IEP's
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
School Inclusion - Elementary







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Johnston
Phone number: (401) 455-3511


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Iraida Williams


Participates in following organizations:
Works for Sherlock Center on Disabilities,Commissioner for Human Rights, Interpreter


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Deaf/VisionFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English
Spanish


CEDARR family centers Child Care
Deaf/Education Early Intervention
Living independently Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Navigating the special education system School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Lincoln
Phone number:


E-mail address: leelandry7@aol.com
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Lisa Landry


Participates in following organizations:
RIPIN


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Autism, PDDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 8


English


Acquiring durable medical equipment Early Intervention
Grieving and loss Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
Positive behavior support School Inclusion - Elementary







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Lincoln
Phone number:


E-mail address: dndtheriault@cox.net
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Donna Theriault


Participates in following organizations:
Autism Society, Special Olympics, Autism Speaks


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Autism, Congenital heart defect, OCD, Sensory Integration 
issues.


Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 20


English


Accessing dental care Accessing specialty clinics
Challenges of caring for medically fragile person Child Care
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Positive behavior support School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - preschool Sexuality and/or social skills
Special needs estate planning Taking family vacations
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Lincoln
Phone number: (401) 333-4629


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Stasia Zawacki


Participates in following organizations:
Blackstone Valley Chapter ARC


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Down syndromeMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 33


English


Accessing meaningful employment in the community Community Safety
Early Intervention Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens Inclusion in faith communities for adults
Inclusion in faith communities for children Living independently
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Person-directed funding
Public transit Registering for selective service
School athletics and clubs School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - Secondary Self-determination
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Taking family vacations Transition from school to adult life
Understanding the adult DD system Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Little Compton
Phone number:


E-mail address: vandal@ripin.org
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Sue Vandal


Participates in following organizations:
RIPIN, Special Olympics, Circle of Friends @ Little Compton Community Center, Mothers United for Moral Support (MUMS), 
NORD


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Auditory Processing LDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 26


Cleidal Cranial Dyostosis SyndromeMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 25


English


Accessing college and post-secondary options Accessing dental care
Accessing specialty clinics Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports
After school care After school tutoring - Math
After school tutoring - Reading Assistive technology for learning
Augmentative communication Child Care
Community Safety Developmental Disabilities
Early Intervention Grieving and loss
Hearing Impairments Hospital schooling
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults
Inclusion in comm. Recreational activities for children Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens
Issues of multiple disability Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
Person-centered planning Positive behavior support
Primary care physicians familiar with disability Rare Genetic Disorders
Registering for selective service School athletics and clubs
School bus issues School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - Secondary Sexuality and/or social skills
Sibling Issues Special needs estate planning
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Supported decision-making Taking family vacations
Transition from school to adult life Understanding the adult DD system
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: North Providence
Phone number: (401) 438-3007


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Janelle Holmes


Participates in following organizations:
Down Syndrome Society


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Down syndromeMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 8


English


Child Care Early Intervention
Feeding problems Hospital stays
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Positive behavior support Primary care physicians familiar with disability
Sexuality and/or social skills







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: North Providence
Phone number:


E-mail address: stephrm105@aol.com
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Stephanie R. Maher


Participates in following organizations:
FASD Support Groups, CEDARR


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Mood Disorders NOS, SI, OCD, developmental delay, 
Auditory Processing Dis. Speech Delays, difficulty with 
fine/gross motor skills


Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 11


Fine motor coordination problems, Speech Delays, ADDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English


Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports After school tutoring - Reading
CEDARR family centers Challenges of caring for medically fragile person
Child Care Community Safety
Early Intervention Expertise with newborns with special needs & infant gen
Feeding problems Grieving and loss
Hospital stays Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
inclusion in comm. Recreational activities for children Infant Care (all areas)
Issues of multiple disability Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Nutrition (Diets) for overall health issues
Positive behavior support School Inclusion - Elementary
Support groups for family members








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: North Smithfield
Phone number: (401) 762-6426


E-mail address: mictylr8@aol.com
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Michelle P. Taylor


Participates in following organizations:
North Smithfield Special Ed. Local Advisory Committee Chairperson, NRI Community Services Coordinator of Research & 
Evaluation,  RI Council of Community Mental Health Organizations (RICCMHO) Legislative Committee & Quality Improvement 
Committee.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Pervasive Developmental Disorder  (PDD-NOS) (High 
funtioning Autism)/Sensory Integration Dysfunction


Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English


Autism Spectrum Disorders Human development & family studies
Mental Health Navigating the special education system
School Inclusion Substance Abuse
Support groups for family members








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Pawtucket
Phone number: (401) 728-5416


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: JoAnn Boss


Participates in following organizations:
RI Autism Society


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


AutismFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 16


English
Portuguese
Spanish


Accessing dental care Child Care
Navigating the special education system School Inclusion - Secondary







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Pawtucket
Phone number: (401) 729-0468


E-mail address: Njoybooks@aol.com
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Veronica I. Carney


Participates in following organizations:
Bradley Hospital, H.B.T.S.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


ADHD, SID; Mild Asperger's, Adjustment DisorderFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 16


ODD; SID, Psychotic Disorder, NOSMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English


CEDARR family centers Hospital stays
Individual O.P. Therapy Issues of multiple disability
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Pawtucket
Phone number:


E-mail address: gramilee@peoplepc.com
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Sandie Hall


Participates in following organizations:
Children's Friends & Services, Providence


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


ADHD, PDD-NOS, ASD, EDS, Anxiety Disorder, Short-
Term Memory Problems


Female Special Need:Gender:Age: 16


English


Alternatives to guardianship CEDARR family centers
Emotial support/relief for care-giver family members Home schooling
Navigating the special education system School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary Sexuality and/or social skills
Support groups for family members Supported decision-making







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Pawtucket
Phone number: (401) 723-6222


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Shannon Vasquez


Participates in following organizations:
Helping Hands Foundation


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Hand abnormality and Learning DisabilityFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 19


English


Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports After school care
After school tutoring - Math After school tutoring - Other
After school tutoring - Reading Child Care
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Navigating the special education system
Positive behavior support School Inclusion - Secondary








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Portsmouth
Phone number:


E-mail address: mikecarroll333@aol.com
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Mike Carroll


Participates in following organizations:
DSSRI, Maher Center


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Down syndrome (a twin)Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 18


English


Challenges of caring for medically fragile person (heart) Child Care
Early Intervention Grieving and loss
Hospital stays inclusion in comm. Recreational activities for children
Inclusion in faith communities for children Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Primary care physicians familiar with disability
School Inclusion - Elementary Taking family vacations







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Portsmouth
Phone number: (401) 848-5525


E-mail address: sheilakcollins@cox.net
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Sheila Collins


Participates in following organizations:
St. Lucy's Circle of Friends, State Special Ed. Advisory Committee, Newport County Special Ed. Advisory Committee, Foggarts 
Foundation


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Williams SyndromeMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 26


English


Accessing college and post-secondary options Accessing meaningful employment in the community
Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports Berkshire Hills Music Academy
Early Intervention Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens
Inclusion in faith communities for adults Inclusion in faith communities for children
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
School athletics and clubs School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - Secondary Sexuality and/or social skills
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Transition from school to adult life Williams Syndrome
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 521-1824


E-mail address: mlbsri@yahoo.com
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Mark L. Bussell


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


PDDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 10


English


Early Intervention Effectively communicating my son's needs with his provi
Taking family vacations







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: 401 521-1824


E-mail address: gepb94@hotmail.com
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Gloria Bussell


Participates in following organizations:
Honan Program, RI Autism Project - Starting Point, RIPIN, CEDARR


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


AutismMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 10


Spanish
English


Accessing dental care Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports
Augmentative communication Autism/PDD
CEDARR family centers Child Care
Community Safety Early Intervention
Grieving and loss Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens Inclusion in faith communities for children
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Positive behavior support
Primary care physicians familiar with disability School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary Sexuality and/or social skills
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Taking family vacations







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 331-6564(E) ,222-3002 e


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Donna Carew


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Over active with sports; hands always touchingMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 15


English


Accessing college and post-secondary options Inclusion in faith communities for children
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 943-0994


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Luisa Castro


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


AutismMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 10


Spanish


CEDARR family centers Child Care
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the transition to pre-school
School bus issues Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability Taking family vacations







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number:


E-mail address: cottie34@yahoo.com
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Gloria & Scott Cedar


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Cerebral PalsyMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 7


English







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 861-8961


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Jeni & Tom Henry


Participates in following organizations:
RI Autism Society


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Autism PDDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 9


English


After school care Alternatives to guardianship
Child Care Diet and nutrition interventions
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Person-centered planning Respite Services
Self-determination Special needs estate planning
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Supported decision-making







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: 401-521-1400


E-mail address: pearis@cox.net
Contact Preference: Not Applicable


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Gillian Pearis


Participates in following organizations:
Training in child and adolescent psychiatry, pediatrics


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


ASDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 9


English


Accessing specialty clinics Diet and nutrition interventions
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Hospital stays IEP
Navigating the transition to pre-school Non-public school placements







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 861-6541


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Mary Pendergast


Participates in following organizations:
DSSRI, Work at Groden Center (school for children w/DD, autism, behavior disorders), RISEAC, Special Education Director @ 
The International Charter School, Providence, LAC


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Down syndromeMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 13


Autism Spectrum/Emotional disorderMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 31


English
Spanish


Accessing dental care Accessing specialty clinics
Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports Acquiring durable medical equipment
Assistive technology for learning Augmentative communication
CEDARR family centers Child Care
Creative housing supports for adults with disabilities Early Intervention
Hospital stays in early infancy Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children
Inclusion in faith communities for adults Inclusion in faith communities for children
Living independently Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Navigating the special education system Navigating the transition to pre-school
Person-centered planning Positive behavior support
School bus issues School Inclusion - Elementary
Sexuality and/or social skills Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability Supported decision-making
Transition from school to adult life







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 421-2415


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Claire S. Ploude


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Behaviorial issuesMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 8


English


Accessing dental care Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports
Assistive technology for independent living Assistive technology for the workplace
CEDARR family centers Creative housing supports for adults with disabilities
Diet and nutrition interventions Early Intervention
Feeding problems Home schooling
Living independently Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Person-centered planning
Positive behavior support School athletics and clubs
School bus issues Special needs estate planning
Support groups for family members Supported decision-making







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number:


E-mail address: teamghastlypale@hotmail.com
Contact Preference:


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Dawn M. Richardson


Participates in following organizations:


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


AutismMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 19


English


Accessing dental care Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school School bus issues
Taking family vacations







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: (401) 714-0119 or 952-6171 (c


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Gina Rivera


Participates in following organizations:
Erb's Palsy support online group. Patient's Rights Committee in Connecticut.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Speech Delay, ADHDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 9


Erb's Palsy/Speech Delay, ADHDFemale Special Need:Gender:Age: 11


English
Spanish


Accessing dental care Accessing meaningful employment in the community
Acquiring durable medical equipment After school care
After school tutoring - Math After school tutoring - Reading
Alternatives to guardianship Assistive technology for independent living
Assistive technology for the workplace CEDARR family centers
Child Care Creative housing supports for adults with disabilities
Diet and nutrition interventions Early Intervention
Feeding problems Grieving and loss
Hospital stays Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for children
Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens Inclusion in faith communities for children
Issues of multiple disability Living independently
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Person-centered planning
Positive behavior support Primary care physicians familiar with disability
Public transit Registering for selective service
School athletics and clubs School bus issues
Self-determination Sexuality and/or social skills
Special needs estate planning Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability Supported decision-making
Taking family vacations Understanding the adult DD system
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Providence
Phone number: 401-837-0480


E-mail address: vip_nicu@cox.net
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Shavon Smith


Participates in following organizations:
Employeed at RIPIN


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


ADHD Learning Disorders
Respiratory Disorders


Male Special Need:Gender:Age: 10


English


Accessing dental care Accessing specialty clinics
Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports Acquiring durable medical equipment
Adoption of child with special needs After school care
CEDARR family centers Challenges of caring for medically fragile person
Child Care Diet and nutrition interventions
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Grieving and loss Hospital stays
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Inclusion in faith communities for adults
Inclusion in faith communities for children Issues of multiple disability
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Person-centered planning
Primary care physicians familiar with disability Public transit
School bus issues School Inclusion - Elementary
Self-determination Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability Taking family vacations
Young, Single Parent








Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Smithfield
Phone number: (401) 232-0954


E-mail address: sbaron@cox.net
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Sue Baron


Participates in following organizations:
Smithfield Special Education Advisory Committee Chairperson.


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


MR/Siezure DisorderMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 14


English


Chairperson for the Smithfield LAC - offers many worksh Feeding problems
Inclusion in faith communities for children Navigating the special education system
Positive behavior support School bus issues
School Inclusion - Elementary Special needs estate planning









Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Warwick
Phone number: (401) 738-9083


E-mail address:
Contact Preference: Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Louis & Jane Azie


Participates in following organizations:
Special Olympics, Kent County ARC


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Mental RetardationMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 26


English


Accessing dental care Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports
Acquiring durable medical equipment Community Safety
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Navigating SSI/Medicaid system
Navigating the special education system Positive behavior support
Primary care physicians familiar with disability Registering for selective service
School bus issues Special needs estate planning
Support groups for family members Support groups for person with disability
Taking family vacations Transition from school to adult life
Understanding the adult DD system Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services







Family to Family of RI


1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920


Member Summary 


City: Warwick
Phone number: 401-921-1319


E-mail address: pgoes@verizon.net
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: Pam Goes


Participates in following organizations:
Trudeau Center, Special Ed Advisory Committee - Warwick, Special Olympics, PAL, Kent County LCC


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


DD, CP, Visual impairment, non-verbalMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 22


ADHD, LD, PTSD, Reactive attachment disorder, DDMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 20


English


Accessing dental care Accessing meaningful employment in the community
Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports Acquiring durable medical equipment
Alternatives to guardianship CEDARR family centers
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Issues of multiple disability
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Person-centered planning Person-directed funding
Positive behavior support Registering for selective service
Self-determination Sexuality and/or social skills
Special needs estate planning Taking family vacations
Transition from school to adult life Understanding the adult DD system
Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services
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Member Summary 


City: Warwick
Phone number: (401) 785-9541


E-mail address: john.susa@verizon.net
Contact Preference: Day or Evening


Language/s Spoken:


Name: John and Connie Susa


Participates in following organizations:
RI ARC, DD Council


Family Member/s with Special Needs:


Experience:


Multiple-disabilitiesMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 33


Juvenile Rhematoid ArthritisMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 36


Behavior DisordersMale Special Need:Gender:Age: 39


Accessing college and post-secondary options Accessing dental care
Accessing meaningful employment in the community Accessing specialty clinics
Accessing/managing/supervising in-home supports Acquiring durable medical equipment
Adaptive driving After school care
After school tutoring - Math After school tutoring - Reading
Air travel Alternatives to guardianship
Assistive technology for independent living Assistive technology for learning
Assistive technology for the workplace Augmentative communication
CEDARR family centers Challenges of caring for medically fragile person
Child Care Community Safety
Creative housing supports for adults with disabilities Diet and nutrition interventions
Early Intervention Feeding problems
Grieving and loss Home schooling
Hospital schooling Hospital stays
Hygiene, grooming, self-dressing Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for adults
Inclusion in comm. Recreational activities for children Inclusion in comm. recreational activities for teens
Inclusion in faith communities for adults Inclusion in faith communities for children
Issues of multiple disability Living independently
Navigating SSI/Medicaid system Navigating the special education system
Navigating the transition to pre-school Person-centered planning
Person-directed funding Positive behavior support
Primary care physicians familiar with disability Public transit
Registering for selective service School athletics and clubs
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School bus issues School Inclusion - Elementary
School Inclusion - Secondary Self-determination
Sexuality and/or social skills Special needs estate planning
Specialized vans Support groups for family members
Support groups for person with disability Supported decision-making
Taking family vacations Transition from school to adult life
Understanding the adult DD system Working with the Office of Rehabilitation Services






